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The country has lost confidence in George Busasiérship, direction and plans for the
country and indeed, seems to have closed downmmpéisonally and his conservative project.
In this survey — the" after Katrina — 45 percent of American voters shgy are “finished with
him.”* This is about his performance, about him perspnand his priorities. With growing
passion, voters are upset about Iraq, the negiéanerica, Bush’s leadership and Katrina, the
economy, deficits and gas prices. The resuligoaving bloc of voters intent on change, and a
diminishing bloc enthusiastic about Bush or higpiies. That is reflected in a major swing to
the Democrats in the congressional contests —anvith to be done to make that real.

That Bush’s numbers continued to weaken afted&cgson Square speech and expressed
determination to rebuild the Gulf Coast is partaly telling. After the speech, 63 percent said
they are losing confidence in Bush, including 5dcpat who say “a lot.”

While Bush'’s decline is the force behind the Réjgabs’ congressional troubles, there is
also a congressional dynamic too. Both partie liakered, as well as the “Republican Con-
gress” in this poll, suggesting the power of an&shington messages.

On Katrina, voters are very critical of all levelisgovernment, but that is no solace for
George Bush or the Republicans in Congress. Thkcgs much more attuned to what the De-
mocrats are saying — for an independent commissiter than a congressional inquiry; for a
serious look at went wrong, undeterred by attatkaita “blame game.” Indeed, they are all
ears when presented with what is going wrong, pemduhigh levels of doubt about what
George Bush and the Republicans are doing. Thingt@oint are the deficits and gas prices,
but also the role of political appointees (Browml &ove) and high-level corruption, top end tax
cuts, and spending cuts for disaster preparednagmieral and the levees, in particular.

! Democracy Corps conducted a national survey dfLliely voters September 19-21, 2005.
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At the same time, voters are looking for an aléxe vision and direction for the coun-
try. They are particularly responsive to plansKatrina that prioritize energy independence and
gas-price gouging and that creates a czar to avéesieral spending. They want energy done in
a new way; they want government done in a new Wiys is a moment when Democrats can
get heard on their plans and their direction fercbuntry. People are focused not just on
Katrina, but even more on Iraq, the deficits, gasgs and the economy. They are looking for an
alternative vision that calls on our country torsedv priorities and invest in our own people.

This memorandum highlights some of the key findiagd introduces the survey results
presented in a quite dramatic set of graphs albeustate of the country.
Change, Change, Change

About 60 percent of the country now wants the tguio change course and wants to go

in a “significantly different direction than BushOnly 38 percent want to continue with Bush’s
direction. (Recall that eleven months ago, 51 gr@rgoted for him.)

Bush direction vs. Significantly different direction
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When people are asked what they are thinking altioey start with the war — mentioned
by 34 percent, combined with a significant numid&x fercent) who say our priorities are
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wrong: we need to spend our money at home. ABleddoc focuses on Bush or the absence of
leadership (24 percent). The economic critiquarésty powerful — focused on the economy and
jobs (14 percent), combined with the open-endedtimenf the deficits (9 percent) and gas
prices (9 percent). There is a powerful sensetttiags are out of control and that bad choices
are keeping us from doing what we need to do.

Reasons country is on the wrong track

Open end
The war in Iraq 34 |
Wrong priorities/money should be spent at homéIl
Negative Bush (general) 19 |
Bush cares only about wealthy/rich getting n'cheri 8
No Ieadershipiil
The economy/jobs 14
pefct [TT9 ]
Gas price;II
Health care 7I|
Poor handling of Katrina II

10 20 30 40
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“Why do you say things are going in the wrong ditem?

Bush gets his lowest job approval ratings intadise areas of doubt: Iraq (43 percent), the
economy (42 percent), health care (35 percent)eitheral budget (33 percent), and oil, gas and
energy (30 percent).

Disengaging from Bush

This is about George Bush — though voters are¢psut their discontent on the Republi-
cans in Congress. That is why this will be difftdo fix.

Bush’s approval continues downward, now at 43grd@rc But more important is the total
shift in mood around this. A growing group notydIisapprove, they feel very strongly about it
(43 percent strong disapproval); the thinning nunvid@ approve of Bush'’s performance, in-
cludes ever fewer who are really enthusiastic supp
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Bush loses enthusiasts
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The exact same pattern holds for Bush persoraligrall decline, combined with rising
intense dislike and declining intense regard. Gidercent still like George Bush, so do not
imagine he woos his way out of these difficulties.

As we indicated earlier, 45 percent say they éneshed with him,” while 56 percent say
he “seems in over his head.” A smaller and smallenber of voters view him as a strong
leader, now down below 50 percent for the firsteti@9 percent).

Only 40 percent think he is addressing or makimgpess on the issues you care about,
which will be the heart of any progress attack definition of the election, centered on priori-
ties.

Bush standing among independents continues toioletie. Just 35 percent of these
voters approve of his performance in office angpé&ent now want to go in a significantly dif-
ferent direction from the course he has set. Wthiése independents are no more favorable
about the Democrats than Republicans — and indeelihgs about the Democrats are at 2 %2
year lows — today, it is the feelings about thelBpiesidency that are mainly driving their
judgements.
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While Bush has slipped since his speech in Jackspiare, there is some evidence of
recovery amongst Republicans and voters in the Beeph -- the closest observers of the re-
covery effort. We still do not show a collapseBofsh’s standing in rural areas.

The Congressional Fallout

The fallout from these conclusions are quite dittandemocrats have a 9-point lead in
the congressional balloting — produced by a comtall in the numbers of people wanting to
vote Republican. As in our last poll, Democratioude incumbents are running 10 points
stronger against their opponents than Republicaumibbents against theirs. These were tested
with actual names, and a 7-point Democratic lepdeseents a 10-point swing from the 2004
elections.

The same pattern holds for the U.S. Senate, whertested with actual candidate names.
While sample sizes are modest for one poll, the @=ats maintain a large leads in the competi-
tive races now held by a Democratic Senator; irctimpetitive Republican seats, the races are
quite close.

But Democrats are leaving a lot of votes on théetalhey are getting 48 percent of the
vote — the same as in 2004. As a result, 12 peafe¢he voters are “winnable” for the Democ-
rats — not supporting us now, but open to it (&™farobability of voting Democratic and rates
Democrats higher than Republicafs)Vith only 9 percent winnable for the Republicahsre
is good reason to believe Democrats are underpeirigrand can widen their lead.

The “winnable” voters are nearly 60 percent femaia though they firmly believe that
the war in Iraq has made us less secure, theylsreiaeasy with the idea of reducing the num-
ber of troops there. On the domestic front, thgypsrt repealing tax cuts for the wealthy, but
express skepticism over new programs that woulifggntly increase government spending.

Katrina

Voters are upset about big things, including banscending Katrina, and are looking for
new ways of thinking and doing things. They ass@ugh and the Republicans have different
priorities, so they are looking past them. Butthee looking for a new focus on the American
people, a new honesty in addressing their needs aeav approaches to issues, particularly en-

ergy.

%2 The Voter Choice Scale was developed by Greer@aiglan Rosner Research.
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Voters want a unified national response but coetbwith a determination to find out
what happened (so that we are better preparee ifutare), preferably with an independent
commission (as with 9-11). There is little stomé&mha joint congressional inquiry, particularly
when presented against the option of a bi-partsammission with independent experts. With
both parties and the Congress faltering with thaiputhe Democrats are right to speak for the
nation and press for an independent course angemdient oversight. This is a first principle in
the unfolding debate.

The second principle is wrong-headed prioritieBo$h and the Republicans when it
comes to addressing these challenges, particydagiyng for it. Half the country (47 percent)
would cancel any planned tax cuts for those earougy $200,000 — twice as many as would cut
domestic spending (23 percent). Almost as manyégt€ent) would shift the money from Iraq.
And few want choose to borrow and increase thecil€fi percent). When faced with a forced
choice, voters choose delayed tax cuts for thettwealy over two-to-one over the Republicans’
preferred course of continued cutting of taxes @muestic programs. If you sneak in delaying
the prescription drug benefit, only a quarter @& tountry opts for the Republicans general ap-
proach to these issu@s.

Funding the relief and rebuilding effort

Cancel planned tax
cuts for those earning
over two hundred
thousand dollars

Cut spending for
other government
programs

Shift the funds from
Iraq

Borrow funds by
raising the deficit

“As you know, they are estimating that it will coatmost 200 billion dollars for relief and rebuildig on the Gulf
Coast after Katrina. Let me list four ways to p#yr this. Please tell me which one you would chedsst.

3 It is important to note that questions that impayiceling broad-based tax cuts are not particufarfyular. We
should remember that people think the economy ekvead they are financially squeezed. Tax cutseakemoney
for working and middle class Americans.
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Today, voters are most upset about the defictistlaa failure to take on the oil compa-
nies and address high gas prices. Voters are wbethe rising deficits — produced by Katrina,
the Irag war and tax cuts for the very wealthiégtstead of making tough choices” — with the
right priorities — the government is running a nassational debt and “passing on the bills to
the next generation.” The deficit is about thaaebut it is even more, it is about their priceg
(Iraq and wealthy over next generation); it is dletailure of leadership, which is supposed to
think ahead. And it is about a troubled econdmy.

The second strongest attack focuses the admimstiasupport for the oil companies,
the high profits, and failure to do anything abosiihg gas prices. The strong responsiveness to
attacks on gas prices is reflected later in thg taegh priority given to addressing gas gouging
and our need to achieve independence from oil.

Do not underestimate the power of continuing tacktthe political appointments,
Brown, now Rove, who direct the relief efforts, Vehgo many people suffer. The politicization
and corruption at the top of the government areyagart of the story — and why people want
independent oversight.

That the administration cut back spending fordl@ontrol, the Army Corps of Engineers
and the levees, while increasing funds for rebngdn Iraq, remains a powerful criticism.

Sometimes one has to choose between the negativeositive, but as we shall see here,
the public’s critiques are directly and literaligked to what they want to see get done. Thisis a
moment where Democrats have a chance to go bacloghdetween the positive and negative,
each re-enforcing each other. Among the mostriasicig results is the high priority given to
energy, however poised. The strongest resporisemsoving to higher fuel efficiency stan-
dards, tax credits for hybrids and developing reatd@@/energy. The public also wants to see a
czar overseeing spending to make sure speciaksttedo not control what happens post-
Katrina.

* The economy and deficits are closely linked indhen-ended comments.
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POLICY PROPOSALS IN RESPONSE TO KATRINA
Top Tier

Strongly  Total
support  Support

TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE OUR DEPENDENCE ON OIL

To reduce our dependence on oil, increase fuel efiiency standards for i =

cars, create tax credits for hybrids and increasew commitment to de-
velop renewable energy sources.

APPOINT CORRUPTION CZAR TO OVERSEE KATRINA

Appoint a non-partisan 'corruption czar' overseeingall federal relief funds 66 85
to make sure the money goes where it is needed, notprojects pushed by

special interest lobbyists or companies that get Abid projects with no ac-

countability.

BAN PRICE GOUGING AND SET CAPS ON GAS PRICES

Reduce gas prices by re-instating a law from the ¥9's that banned price e e

gouging by oil companies and set hard caps on thenaunt they could
charge for gas.

APOLLO PROJECT FOR ENERGY

Make a massive commitment, similar to the Apollo poject that put a man 61 80
on the moon, to support the research and developmenecessary to de-

velop alternative energy sources to free us from gendence on foreign oil

within ten years.

We are still working on the broad themes and tigerdor this moment when the country
is looking for a new direction. In this week’s hawo emerged at the top, and appear in the
graph presentation. The first focuses on investni&trina reminds us that we failed to make
the investments that would pay off later. It catlsAmerica to come together and invest to ex-
pand opportunity for all, not the few. The secémtlises on the need to prioritize America. It
notes, while the government focused all its energielraqg, we failed to address our problems at
home. It concludes, “it’'s time that we got ourgpities right and started putting America first
again.”

The country, very much disengaged from Bush, weugh focused on big problems, is
ready to listen to the alternative.



